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Twenty-six Children Make Their First Communion June 6 
Twenty-six children received the sac-

rament of the Holy Eucharist for the 

first time on Sat., June 6, at an 11 a.m. 

Mass celebrated by pastor Father An-

thony Quijano, Jr., at St. Patrick Cath-

olic Church. Father Tony was assisted 

by Deacon Kurt Carlson. 

 The church and side chapel were 

filled to near capacity as parents, other 

family members, and friends wit-

nessed this blessed event in the lives 

of the young boys and girls who in-

cluded second, third, fourth and fifth 

graders from local schools.

 Godparents were given special 

recognition by being seated directly 

behind their godchildren during the 

service.  

 A particularly moving portion of 

the morning’s ceremony, according to 

Religious Education Coordinator Son-

dra Hillery, was the singing of the 

hymn Good Morning Jesus by a small 

group of the First Communion recipi-

ents after all had received the sacra-

ment.  

 “It was so lovely and so sweet,” 

Sondra said. 

 Sondra and her husband Bill are 

co-coordinators of St. Pat’s religious 

education (CCD) program. 

 Georgia Hanifan and her daughter 

Lisa Solinski were the instructors for 

this year’s CCD class which prepared 

During the weekend of July 24-26 St. 

Patrick Church will host a “stay-in” 

youth retreat unlike many others. 

 Formally identified as the BLD 

Youth Encounter the weekend is de-

scribed as an intensely deep experience 

in which the young people who partici-

pate will be able to discover how their 

lives can become more meaningful as 

they develop their relationships with 

Jesus Christ.  

 The unique aspect of the retreat is 

the fact that it is facilitated by a team of 

youth ranging in age from 15 to 20 

years old and hailing from Reno, Cali-

fornia and Arizona. In other words, the 

participants will listen and learn from 

their peers through Bible studies, dis-

cussions, dramatizations, games and 

other activities. 

 “It is the most beautiful program for 

youth that I know of,” said St. Patrick’s 
pastor Father Tony who is also a spir-

itual director of BLD. 

 BLD is the abbreviation for Bukás-

Loóbsa Diyós which is a ministry origi-

July 24-26 Youth Retreat: 

Unique And Inspirational  

(Continued on page 2) 

June 27—Sat.—9:30 am-1:45 pm—Rose Room—Blood 
Drive—Sponsored by Knights of Columbus—Walk-ins 
welcome 

June 28—Sun.—St. Patrick and Fil-Am garage & food 
sale—Parish Hall—Benefits building fund 

July 3—Fri.—Parish office closed due to July 4 (Sat.) holiday 

Aug. 29 & 30—Sat. & Sun.—Yard Sale—Proceeds benefit the Knights of 
Columbus 

the children to make their First Com-

munion. 

 Sondra complimented Georgia and 

Lisa, whose son Kayden was among 

those receiving the Holy Eucharist for 

the first time on June 6, on their dedica-

tion and service.  “They did a wonderful 

job,” stated Sondra. 

 The Holy Rosary Society of St. Pat-

rick’s presented the boys and girls with 

luminous rosaries which the group had 

made for them. The Ladies Guild of the 

parish provided a large sheet cake fol-

lowing Mass as a delicious treat for the 

children. 

Have you ever been awed by the sight of the church’s stained glass windows 

on its west side at or near sunset when the solar rays stream through to dis-

play the sacramental images in wondrous vibrancy?  
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St. Patrick parishioners Ben and 

Lolly Leynes along with their 

daughters Mary Ann and Mary 

Lisa were members of a group 

who recently visited the sacred 

sites of Fatima, Portugal, where 

the Blessed Virgin Mary ap-

peared in 1917 to three chil-

dren—Jacinta, Francisco and 

Lucia; Avila, Spain, where St. 

Teresa was born and served the 

Lord as a Carmelite nun; and 

Lourdes, France, where St. Ber-

nadette was graced with the ap-

pearance of Our Lady as the Im-

maculate Conception.  

 The10-day trip in April was one year in 

the planning and was very emotional and 

spiritually uplifting, according to Ben and 

Lolly. In addition to their memories of the 

shrines or basilicas at their destinations, the 

family will remember other experiences. 

 For example... 

 In Aljustrel, a hamlet on the outskirts of 

Fatima, the Leynes family saw the homes 

of Lucia and her first cousins and also met 

Lucia’s niece (shown in the photo above).  

Lucia eventually entered a Carmelite con-

vent and lived until Feb. 2005 when she 

  

 

Leynes Family Makes Pilgrimage To Sacred Sites 

died at the age of 97.  

 While visiting the Sanctuary of Our 

Lady of Lourdes both Ben and Lolly—in 

separate ceremonies for men and wom-

en—accepted to be submerged in the 

spring waters which miraculously arose 

from the Grotto at the time of the appari-

tions in the mid-1800s. 

 Daughter Mary Ann encouraged her 

parents to make the pilgrimage following 

her journey to the Holy Land, arranged by 

the same group which organized the Fati-

ma-Avila-Lourdes trip, at a previous time. 

Pictured above are Ben and Lolly Leynes with their daughter 

Mary Ann and the niece of Sister Lucia dos Santos. Photo 

taken by Mary Lisa Leynes near Fatima, Portugal. 

BINGO  BOARD  TRANSFER—Tom Gerten, his dad Richard 

Gerten, St. Patrick’s pastor Father Tony and Gary Butori volun-

teered to move a Bingo Board from the Elks Lodge on W. Center St. 

to St. Patrick’s parish hall in preparation for the start of Bingo nights 

offered twice each month with proceeds going to the parish’s build-

ing fund. The Bingo Committee plans to begin the semi-monthly 

event in August following the 5 p.m. Mass on Saturday. More infor-

mation including starting date, cost of Bingo boards and refresh-

ments, etc. will be available soon. THANK YOU ♥ TO THE  ELKS 

LODGE for donating the use of its Bingo Board and supplies! 

Youth Retreat (Cont. from p. 1) 

nating in the Philippines and 

providing world-wide services in a 

number of ways to couples, chil-

dren, unmarried individuals, single 

parents, etc. The Youth Encounter 

Weekend is just one of the BLD’s 

programs and one which Father Tony called “one of the 

best modules for youth.” 

 The facilitators who, along with Father Tony, will lead 

the July 24-26 retreat have trained for many years for 

their academic and spiritual responsibilities. 

 The Youth Encounter Weekend is open to young peo-

ple from 14 to 19 years old. Non-Catholics are also invit-

ed to participate although they need to be aware that the 

Mass will be included among the three-day event’s activi-

ties. Attendees will be asked to bring their sleeping bags 

to the “stay-in” retreat running from Fri. night through 

Sun. 

 For more information or for applications contact St. 

Patrick’s parish office or Father Tony at 423-2846. 

 Volunteers will be needed to assist with recruiting 

teens to sign-up and with clean-up. Donations to help 

with the costs of putting on the retreat are also welcome. 


